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vulnerability, NMED priority watersheds, erosion risk, nutrient, siltation, bacteria and septic impaired 
reaches, and water quality risks. Map 19 depicts watersheds critical to protecting and enhancing water 
quality. 

 

Protecting, Conserving and Enhancing Biodiversity 

The Issue: Conserving biodiversity, in this context, is not just about preserving New Mexico’s plant and 
animals, but protecting and enhancing habitats so that they not only provide spaces for our species, but 
also  tangible public benefits such as clean air and water or recreation to communities. Ecosystems with 
higher biodiversity have greater built-in resiliency – they are more able to adjust to stressors like 
changing climate conditions. 

Current Trends: Housing and energy development, extractive resources uses, transportation 
development, invasive species expansion, modification of natural processes (e.g. large-scale fire 
suppression and dams), improper natural resource use and agriculture were identified as primary 
threats to biodiversity in the CWCS (NMDGF 2006). Where multiple threats occur, the ability to maintain 
functional habitat that can sustain viable populations of plants and animals is even further reduced. 

Approximately 5 percent of the state is expected to experience an increase in housing development 
(Map 5).  Ninety-four percent of the revenue from the New Mexico State Land Office State Trust Lands 
for 2009 came from oil and gas leasing. For the foreseeable future, oil and gas leasing will remain a 
major revenue source for the state. This traditional energy development impact will be compounded by 
renewable energy development, which is expected to substantially increase.   

Map 18. Enhance Public Benefit from Natural Resources: Water Supply Emphasis 

 


